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* A daily guide for our lives * 
 

Monday: Heb 1:1-6; Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday:  Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40; 1 Cor 6:13c- 
  15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

Join the “Rally for Life” at this annual event 
on Saturday, January 17, 2009,   at the Town 
Square in downtown Ocala.  It will start at 12 
noon and last until approximately 2:00 pm.  

The featured speaker will be Dr. William  
Brennan, from the St. Louis University School 

of Social Service. He will be speaking     
about John Paul II’s life-affirming 

      response to the culture of death.   
    Please support the unborn by attending this event! 

11 Weeks 

“Let us rejoice and give thanks for we have become not 
only Christians but Christ…Marvel and rejoice , we have 
become Christ.”  St Augustine on Sacrament of Baptism 
 

What a wonder!  We just celebrated the Birthday of  
Jesus, the Feast of the Holy Family, the manifestation 
of the baby Jesus to the Gentiles (Epiphany) all within 
10 days…and now, the Baptism of The Lord…Thank 
God indeed for the Liturgy of the Church that made it 
possible for us to celebrate these important Feast days 

in less than 2 weeks…of course not mentioning,        
late next month we will be starting Lent. 

 
What do these celebrations bring to us? 
In our Christian life, the life of grace is meant to be an 
ongoing experience of living on every level of mind, 
heart, body, emotions, and will. In Christian life, it is in 
living in love that we can experience life to the fullest. 
 
At Baptism each of us has been baptized by water and the 
Spirit, anointed and sealed as Priests, Prophets, and Kings 
consecrated to God to carry out the mission of the 
Anointed One on earth. Why? So that we might be 
Christ! 
 
Yes, in Baptism, we begin the special journey in carrying 
out the mission.  Thus it was necessary and pre-requisite 
to have somebody who is baptized to guide and direct the 
candidate.   
 
To be baptized is to begin our experience of being united 
with God, to live it out in clear and conscious awareness, 
in order to live our life to the FULLEST. 
                                                                                        
We need to accept this commandment just as Christ    
accepted the will of the Father. This we need to under-
stand clearly and live out in action. 
                                                                                     
Once my retreat master said:  “You don’t have to be an 
especially good Christian. You just have to be willing to 
start again.                        Fr. David Vivero 

Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord;  
  National Vocation Awareness Week 
Monday: First Week in Ordinary  
  Time begins 
Tuesday: St. Hilary 
Saturday: St. Anthony 

Saints and Special Observances  

Mass Celebrants  
For JANUARY 

 
Saturday:  4:00 p.m. - Fr. David    5:30 p.m. - Fr. George 
  Sunday:  7:30 a.m. - Fr. David   9:00 a.m. - Fr. David 

                 11:30 a.m. - Fr. George                             
 

Daily Masses: 8:30 a.m. - Fr. David 
(All Schedules depend on Priest availability.) 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Pray for 
Vocations 

         Offertory        Project Growth 
 
Christmas $ 8,036.89 $      17.00 
Dec. 28  $ 6,243.80 $ 1,780.39  
Solemnity $ 2,565.00 $        0.00 
Jan. 04  $ 9,519.04 $ 1,876.00 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WOW . . . WHAT A CHRISTMAS PRESENT!!! 

 Our local SweetBay grocery in Belleview          
decided in mid-December to ask their customers 
if they would buy one can of food for the local 
food pantry. On Friday, Dec. 19, the manager   

and the assistant manager delivered $1,100.00 
worth of canned goods, cereal and other food 

items to our Food Pantry.  Our sincere blessings 
go out to everyone who participated. 

 
Grow the New Church Building Fund - 

Buy fresh baked goods at the St. Theresa 
Ladies Guild Bake Sale TODAY. 

 
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER 

Thursday, January 15 
Mass at 5:30 pm followed by a catered             
dinner at 6:30  pm in the Parish Hall. 

 
Coffee & Donuts after all Sunday Masses. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARSMARK YOUR CALENDARSMARK YOUR CALENDARS   
 

Join the Diocese of Orlando on Saturday, January 17,    
as we travel to St. Augustine, Florida to mark the 36th 

Anniversary of the Supreme Court decision Roe v Wade 
which legalized abortion in the United States.  The March 

begins at noon at the Mission Nombre de Dios—The 
Great Cross— and concludes in the public plaza with 
talks by nationally recognized Pro-Life Speakers. The 

Diocese of Orlando will have buses leaving from Winter 
Haven, Altamonte Springs, Deltona, Ocala, Lady Lake, 

Cocoa Beach, and Ormond Beach . The cost to attend is 
$25 for adults, $10 for students, $40 for families, and 
$100 for youth groups of 20+. See the attached flyer     
for more information and to register. If you have any 

questions please call the office of Advocacy and Justice 
at 407-246-4819 or email eclayton@orlandodiocese.org. 

To read more about the march, visit: 
www.marchforlifestaugustine.com. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
            One of the most ancient and enduring sites  
for baptism in Rome is the church of San Giovanni     

in Fonte. This church is in fact a baptistery, and  
houses the font for the Lateran Basilica, the cathedral 

of Rome. The Emperor Constantine sponsored its   
construction in the year 315, and it is therefore the  

oldest baptistery in the world. It is the model for nearly 
all later baptisteries, including perhaps the font in your 

own parish church. In the fourth century, churches  
didn’t contain baptismal fonts. Baptism was a once-a-

year event, at Easter, and mostly for adults. Within      
a century, new practices soon masked the original   

purpose of Constantine, and later popes made          
additions, like a nave and altars, and even side chapels. 

     
 High above the place where the immersion 
baptism pool once stood, an inscription in mosaic     

tile is a lyrical expression of our baptismal tradition.    
It speaks of the font as the “womb of the church,” and 

encourages the sinner not to be afraid of the water. 
“Though your sins be many and great, do not draw 

back afraid. Reborn from this stream, a Christian you 
shall be.” The actual font is very old, but it is not the 
ancient flowing pool. As you often see in Italy, there 

are smaller pools carved into the marble railing of     
the font, just big enough to dip an infant. The present 

font has a carving of the baptism of Constantine,    
leading some to think that he was baptized here.  
That’s not the case, since he waited until the last     

minute for a deathbed baptism, as people often did in 
the fourth century. It’s not on the usual tourist path     

in Rome, but just a few steps from the Lateran Basilica 
is the best place in Rome to renew your baptismal 

vows and to marvel at the life-giving stream that has 
“washed the whole earth” over the centuries.  

   Rev. James Field 

 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY                
WITH DEACON NORM: 

Tuesdays 9-10:30 am or 7-8:30 pm 
in the Quad beginning                

January 13 - February 17, 2009. 
Mark: Getting to Know Jesus: Six Weeks     

with the Bible: Catholic Perspectives - 
The Gospel of Mark helps us get to know      

Jesus. Learn more about the Gospels with the 
Six Weeks with the Bible series. 

A donation may be made to cover the cost of 
the book to be used in this bible study. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & ENRICHMENTRELIGIOUS EDUCATION & ENRICHMENTRELIGIOUS EDUCATION & ENRICHMENT   

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN                
INITIATION OF ADULTS  

THE 2007-2008 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM:  
Registration is an ongoing process.  There are Religious 
Education registration forms in the vestibule of the 
church. REMINDER: FOR ALL NEW REGISTRATIONS A BAPTISMAL 
CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED FOR EACH CHILD REGISTERED. 
 
 
 
 
R.C.I.A. – THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 
OF ADULTS: If you or someone you know is interested 
in learning more about becoming Catholic or just has 
questions about the Catholic faith, please call the Reli-
gious Education Office for more information.   There is   
a team of eager Catechists ready to answer the call! 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION PREPARATION: The second 
session for children in 2nd grade & up and adults who 
need to prepare for this sacrament will be on Wednesday, 
January 14th, at 6 PM in the church.  All are welcome to 
attend. There is a session for children and a separate        
session for adults. Please call the Religious Education 
Office to register. 
 
DCCP REGISTRATIONS:  Diocesan Catechist            
Certification Program. Open to all adults in the parish. 
Cost is $15 per course.  Deadline to register for February 
courses is Jan. 15th.  Please register through the Religious 
Education Office. 1)  “We Live Our Catholic Faith: 
Catholic Moral Teaching  Feb. 7 & 14 (9am-2:30pm)    
@ Immaculate Heart of Mary, Candler. 2) “ A Journey 
Through the Old Testament”, Feb. 20 & 21 (6:30-9:30pm 
& 9-2:30pm) @ St. John the Baptist, Dunnellon. 
 
FAITH DAYS – An intergenerational, parish-wide event.  
Sunday, Jan. 18th, 3:00-5:00pm. The topic for January is 
“Reign of God”. Everyone is welcome to bring a dish to 
share and join in the activities to become more fully alive 
in your faith and share that faith with others. Please call 
the Religious Education Office for more details and to 
RSVP. 
                                                                                                 
JR. HIGH YOUTH CELEBRATION- B.F.F.—Jesus   The 
Youth Ministers of the Northern Deanery invite Jr. High 
youth to a day of celebrating being the “young Church”   
Saturday, Jan. 31, 2009. 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM at Christ 
the King in Citra. The cost is $5 per person. This includes 
a light breakfast, lunch and a snack.  We will attend 5:00 
Mass at Christ the King.  You are welcome to invite your 
Jr. High friends.  Please contact the Religious Education 
office for permission forms and car-pool information. 

No admission charge.  
A free-will offering will be taken. 

Compendium Corner 
 
#105 Why did Jesus receive from 
John the “baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 
3:3)? 

 
To inaugurate his public life and to anticipate the 
“Baptism” of his death, he who was without sin 
accepted to be numbered among sinners. He was 
“the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29). The Father proclaimed him to 
be his “beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17) and the 
Spirit descended upon him. The baptism of Jesus 
is a prefiguring of our baptism. 
 
From the Compendium of the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, p. 33. 
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A.M.D.G. 

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY 2009 

General: That the family may become more and more a place  
of training in charity, personal growth and transmission of the 
faith. 
 
Mission: That the different Christian confessions, aware of     
the need for a new evangelization in this period of profound 
transformations, may be committed to announcing the Good 
News and moving towards the full unity of all Christians in order 
to offer a more credible testimony of the Gospel. 

This bulletin is available online at www.sttheresacatholicchurch.org 

 Pray for . . . the Sick of Our Parish 

Hada Almeida  Joe Gehrsitz  Barbara Machovoe  Fr. George  
Estelle Zegaren  Mary Mulert  Betty Flynn  Kathryn Soth 

Leo Dubuc  Claire Burns   Jim Mahon  Cathy Greiger  
Teresa DesRosiers  Shannon Henry  Helen Whitcomb  

Barbara Dolloff  Nancy Armitage  Bob & Marge Wilson  
 
 

Father, hear our prayers for the sick members of our 
community and for all who are in need. Amid mental and    

physical suffering may they find consolation in your              
healing presence.  We ask this through the Lord Jesus            

Who healed those who believed. Amen. 

Call  Kay @ 245-5300 x105 to add or delete names from list. 


