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Fourth Sunday

of Advent
December 21, 2008

Behold thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and shalt bring forth a son;
and thou shalt call his name Jesus.

He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the most High;
and the Lord God shall give unto

him the throne of David his father;
and he shall reign in the house of
Jacob for ever. And of his kingdom

there shall be no end.

Luke 1:31-33
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% St. Theresa Catholic Church PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

. . WE ARE COMMUNITY FOUNDED BY CHRIST
Pastor: Fr. David Vivero ':II:II:

Retired Assoc: Fr George Koerber HIMSELF, EMPOWERED BY HIS GIFT OF THE
Deacon: Nc;r'mcm d LaFleur EUCHARIST. WE ARE COMMITTED TO GROW
(Contact Deacon LaFleur regarding Annulments) INFAITH, HOPE, LOVE AND SERVICE TO ALL.

New Parishioners: Please register at Parish Office PARISH MINISTRIES
Parish Office: (352) 245-2458

(Answering service during non-office times)

FAX: (352) 245-1521 LITURGICAL FORMATION
11528 S.E. Highway 301 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC)
Belleview, Florida 34420 Fred @ 861-4397
Email: Info@sttheresacatholicchurch.org Holy Hour/Adoration Assistants: Fred @ 861-4397

Altar Servers:Julie @ 245-5300 or Pastor (@ 245-2458
Lectors: Kay @ 245-9098

Ushers: Kay @ 245-9098 or Pastor @ 245-2458

Fr. David Vivero, Pastor (352) 245-2458 x102 Choir: Kay @ 245-9098

Secretary/Administration (352) 245-2458 x103

Website: www.sttheresacatholicchurch.org

Alice Ghiali FAITH FORMATION
i '?e ighotty Adult Discussion Group: Joan @ 307-7905
Receptionist (352) 245-2458 x101 Catechists: Julie @ 245-5300
JoAnn Day R.C.ILA.: Julie @ 245-5300 or Gloria @ 347-6149
Liturgy and Music (352) 245-5300 x105 Youth Ministry: Julie @ 245-5300
~ Kay Roberts PASTORAL/ OUTREACH
Religious Education and Youth (352) 245-5300 Ministers to the Sick (MTS): Donna @ 687-1070
Julie McAllister x106 HIV/Aids: Jim @ 347-2172
Maintenance and Repair (352) 245-2458 Bereavement: Mary @ 751-1758

Tom Swarbrick Respect Life: Jim @ 347-2172

Social Services-Donna Krause (352) 245-1359 PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
Soup Kitchen- Mary Ann Gricar (352) 245-1359 Cursillo: Elena @ 245-7348 or 812-3125
Thrift Shop- Mary Ann Jones (352) 245-0650 Knights of Columbus: Dick @ 347-7717

: . . . Knights’ Columbiettes: Karen @ 245-7689
Website and Bulletin info@sttheresacatholicchurch.org Ladies Guild: Loretta @ 245-5437
Penn Herbert

Legion of Mary: Fred @ 861-4397
Parish Hall Coordinator (352) 245-7689 Ultreya: Elena @ 245-7348 or 812-3125

Karen French
St. Vincent DePaul Society (352) 245-2915
Tony Roberto and Tom Feenaghty

Catholic Charities Counseling (888) 658-2828 BULLETIN NOTICES and WEBSITE INFORMATION

(Information and Referral Service) Bullet: ¢ be i ten f -~
Hail and blessed be the hour ulierin copy must 5€ i writien rormar af

and moment in which the son submitted two (2) Thursdays prior to the
of God was born of the most weekend of publication.
pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, Place in "Bulletin” or “"Website” inbox at office with

in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. . . . .
In that hour vouchsafe, O my all particulars and desired date of insertion noted

God, to hear my prayer and grant OR .E-mail (preferred method)
my desires through the merits of for Bulletin: info@sttheresacatholicchurch.org
Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of for Website: webmaster@sttheresacatholicchurch.org
His Blessed Mother. Amen.
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: S MASS INTENTIONS NOTICE: Fourth Sunday of Advent
STISY Somn i s i ol  December 21,2008
Intentions intention to be reflected in the bulletin, the ¢ chtld to be born will be
tion. request needs to be made no later than two ; called holy, the Son of God.
Thursdays prior to your desired Mass date. —Luke 1:35
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2008 )
8:30 am COMMUNION PRAYER SERVICE GOD’S PROMISE
and Novena to Our Blessed Mother The lengthy passage from Samuel is a wonderful
4:00 pm Francis & Lottie Baranek (+) by Jane & Dave Reiter exposition of God’s promise to the house of David: that
David Francis Reiter (+) by Jane & Dave Reiter : : : .
Kitty Lyons (+) by Marge & Bill Sterbinsky his throne Woul.d foreyer be gloriously occupied by hlS
5:30 pm Edward Zegaren (+) by Estelle Zegaren & Nancy Waller descepdants. Hldde.n in the mySt.ery of the prophecy is the
Ed Reiser (+) by Donald & Marie Hulick promise of the Savior, the Messiah, Son of God and Son
of David. The prophet Nathan, speaking in God’s name,
; 3SOUNI;AY, I?ECEN([B;IER 1\3[19 2}208 poetically turns around David’s plan to build a house for
:30 am Patrick Bacon (+) by Marg Bacon > : « »
Carmen LaMantia (+) by Dick & Mary Penndorf .GOd’ and announces G od’s plan.to build a hou.se’ Fhat
9:00 am Mary Schneider (+) by Bob & Mary McNabb is, a dynasty fo.r David. Frqm this hou;e of David will
Well-Being of Parish Family come the Messiah, the Christ, not in kingly splendor as
11:30 am Bill Clark (+) by Estelle Clark David ruled, but as a humble man, destined to rule for-

Michelle Henry (+) by Barbara Henry

! ever and over all. When God gives a gift, it’s amazing
Kitty Lyons (+) by Estelle Clark

what we are given—so different from what we ever could
MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2008 have imagined.

8:30 am Richard & Virginia Pistarelli (+) by David Pistarelli, Jr.
Kitty Lyons (+) by Josephine Mascaro TODAY’S READINGS

Vickie Show (+) by Virginia Marszalek X X - 3
First Reading — I will fix a place for my people. I will

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2008 plant them so that they may dwell in their place without
8:30 am Loretta Vogt (+) by Vogt Family further disturbance (2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16).
_Quinn McDonald (+) Psalm — For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord
Holy Souls in Purgatory by Pat & George Ezzo (Psalm 89)

Spec. Intention of Linette Antonino by Pat & George Ezzo . .
Second Reading — To the only wise God, through Jesus
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2008 May it be done 1o me CHIISE, be glory forever and ever
8:30 am Edward & Paul Chmiel (+) by Ceil Chmiel ? S according  (Romans 16:25-27).
Mark Mosetta (JF) by Vernon & Emlly Abbey / A fo Z;’:; Gospel — Behold. I am the handmaid
| ion of Del haff Estelle Z £ 2
Spec. Intention of Delbert Shaffer by Estelle Zegaren e "\ of the Lord. May it be done to me

7:30 pm Helen Zelasko (+) by Jan & Gene Stehura -
12:00 Midnight - Dorothy Banta (+) according to your word (Luke 1:26-

38).
THURSDAY., DECEMBER 25, 2008
9:00 am Joseph & Elizabeth Potoniec (+) by Potoniec Family READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Martin Spoolstra (+) & Chapek Family (+) by Helen Spoolstra * A daily guide for our lives *
Leo & Lillian Drwal (+) by Daughters
11:30 am Gregory P. Cassidy (+) by Jim & Mary Cassidy
Michelle Henry (+) by Barbara Henry Monday: 1Sm1 24-28, Lk 1:46-56
Lillian DeSha (+) by Jim, Jerry, Tom & Edward Maluchnik Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79
. 30F Rli)AYaS?EC(F};{B%R b26» 2CO?18 y Thursday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17,
:30 am Anna Storm y Barbara Cetlinski . . EETIN
Joseph Passalacqua (+) by Rose Passalacqua 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 ,[1 8-25] Midnight:
Lou & Bill McDonald, Jr. (+) Is 9: 1-6, Ps 96, Ti2:1 1-14, Lk2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7;
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2008 Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98;
8:30 am COMMUNION PRAYER SERVICE Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
and Novena to Our Blessed Mother Fridav: Acts 6:8-10: 7:54-59: Mt 10:17-22
4:00 pm John Urquhart (+) by Carmen Urquhart y: ’ > > )
Josephine DiGaetano (+) by Marge & Bill Sterbinsky Saturday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Stella Stehura (+) by Jan & Gene Stehura Sunday: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3;
5:30 pm Fr. Sean Shine (+) by Peggy & Frank Cizewski Ps 128 or Ps 105; Col 3:12-21 [12-17]
Edward Reiser (+) by Peggy & Frank Cizewski or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40

Spec. Intention of Frank Kadziela by Jan & Gene Stehura [22, 39-40]
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Merry Christmas!
From the 1** Sunday of Advent to this day, I was
taken back to the beautiful stories of the Gospels
of Matthew and Luke. While waiting to light the
Advent candles each week, powerful familiar
stories would turn the world upside down opening
the readers’ and listeners’ eyes and ears to the
meanings and significance of the (preparatory)
stories of the birth of Christ. But without prayerful
meditations and reflections, I wonder if it was
possible to discover the meaning and relevance of
the stories of Christmas in our lives, in our time.

The Meaning was in the Waiting...
The Meaning was in the Waiting?
During Advent, as we try to experience the meaning
of the Season in the waiting, we also have shifted our
focus. Giving time to shift our focus from the self to
God or the future to the present, the core challenge
of Advent was to live in the present moment
patiently while we seek our fulfillment from God
which promises Hope and Salvation. From
Repentance to Healing, from Separation to
Reconciliation, the trappings of the season and
their messages have transformed the holidays to
Holy days. While the commercialism of December
annoyed a number of my friends, the understanding
of “Jesus is the Reason for the Season” has
become a consolation to many and, yes, to me, too.

Resolution?
What the Bible tells us about the Christmas Story

has to be read and lived again. Jesus is the Son of
God. The early Christians recorded their belief and
handed it over to us. Following the text closely
using a wealth of rich, rooted materials should
bring about the significance and the True meaning
of Christmas as we record them again in our
minds and hearts and, hopefully, to Humanity.
Fr. David Vivero
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The Nativity of The Lord - Christmas Masses:
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Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Children’s Pageant
7:30 pm Family Christmas Eve Mass
12:00 am Midnight Christmas Mass

it L Dec. 25 - 9:00 am Christmas Day Mass
Ao 11:30 am Christ Day M
SCHEDULE :30 am Christmas Day Mass

Saints and Special Observances

Fourth Sunday of Advent;

Sunday:
Winter begins
Monday: Hanukkah begins
Tuesday: St. John of Kanty
Wednesday: The Vigil of Christmas
Thursday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Friday: St. Stephen; First Day of Kwanzaa
Saturday: St. John the Evangelist

St. Stephen (December 26)
THE FIRST MARTYR

“In the atmosphere of
Christmas joy, the reference
to the Martyr, St. Stephen,
does not seem out of place.

Indeed, the shadow of the Cross was already

extending over the manger in Bethlehem . . ..
How can we not recognize that professing the

Christian faith demands the heroism of the

Martyrs in our time too, in various parts of the
world? Moreover, how can we not say that
everywhere, even where there is no persecution,
there is a high price to pay for consistently
living the Gospel?” Pope Benedict XVI
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Mass Celebrants
For DECEMBER

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - Fr. George 5:30 p.m. - Fr. David
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. - Fr. David 9:00 a.m. - Fr. George
11:30 a.m. - Fr. David

Daily Masses: 8:30 a.m. - Fr. David
(All Schedules depend on Priest availability.)

n_— I
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Siwmbeang |, B A .
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The Nine Nights = =
The Filipino-American Association will have .
a faith and cultural celebration of the nine Kni gh ts of Columbus
nights before Christmas to be held at local churches, .
with food & fellowship after each service. Sa Cred H eart CO un CII # 80 1 2
New Years Eve Party at the Council Hall.
December 15-December 23, 2008 The cost is $25.00 per person and includes
Time: 7:00 pm nightly a dinner buffet beginning at 7:00 pm with

dancing and a champagne toast at midnight.
Dec. 15th, 17th & 22nd: St. Theresa, Belleview O o allll memibe e e Raddh
Dec. 16th, 18th & 20th: Blessed Trinity, Ocala pen to all memoers ol the rarish.

Dec. 19th: St. Timothy, The Villages Contact Ron Ciampi @ 245-5437
Dec. 21st: Immaculate Heart of Mary, Candler
Dec. 23rd: Bishop’s Mass - Holy Family, Orlando

e e e e B e B B B B e B B B B B B

For Further Information: DISCOVER ...
Ken & Julie Roy @ 629-7715
OR
Joe Evidente @ 624-4098 *
R.C.IA.
Vocations

Parish Albums
Daily Readings
Funeral Notices

Ministry Schedules
Pastor’s Reflections
Catholic World News
Solemnities & Feasts
Weekly Parish Bulletin
Catholic Resource Links
Weekly Mass Intentions
Monthly Events Calendar

... was the gift of His Parish Life & Organizations
only Son, the gift of Love. MaOn(IjQE
Let us remember this St
blessing throughout the
new year, and hold it PARISH
in our hearts.
Merry, Merry WEB 81 Iy
Christmas

www.sttheresacatholicchurch.org
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The Incarnation and the Mystery of Life

The readings of today, and the closeness of
Christmas, thrust us into reflections on the
Incarnation. Christmas is not only the Feast of
Christ’s birth, but the celebration of the entire
mystery of God taking on a human nature —
beginning with the event narrated in today’s Gospel,
whereby Christ was conceived within Mary’s body.
God redeems us by joining every aspect of our
lives to his. God even becomes an unborn child.
Human life was already sacred because it always
was and is God'’s creation, made freely from his
love. But in the Incarnation it takes on an even
deeper meaning and sanctity, because human
nature is forever united with Divine Life. This affects
all who share human nature, even the children
still in the womb. That is why Evangelium Vitae

can make the following two assertions:

“Life, especially human life, belongs only to God:
for this reason whoever attacks human life, in
some way attacks God himself’ (EV n. 9).

“By his Incarnation the Son of God has united
himself in some fashion with every person. It is
precisely in the "flesh" of every person that Christ
continues to reveal himself and to enter into
fellowship with us, so that rejection of human life,
in whatever form that rejection takes, is really
a rejection of Christ” (EV n.104).

Compendium Corner

#103. What does the Gospel teach
about the mysteries of the birth
and infancy of Jesus?

At Christmas, the glory of heaven is
shown forth in the weakness of a
baby; the circumcision of Jesus is a sign of his
belonging to the Hebrew people and is a
prefiguration of our Baptism; the Epiphany is

the manifestation of the Messiah King of Israel to
all the nations; at the presentation in the temple,
Simeon and Anna symbolize all the anticipation
of Israel awaiting its encounter with its Savior;
the flight into Egypt and the massacre of the
innocents proclaim that the entire life of Christ
will be under the sign of persecution; the
departure from Egypt recalls the exodus and
presents Jesus as the new Moses and the true
and definitive liberator.

From the Compendium of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, pp.33.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & ENRICHMENT

THE 2007-2008 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM:
Registration is an ongoing process. There are Religious
Education registration forms in the vestibule of the

church. REMINDER: FOR ALL NEW REGISTRATIONS A BAPTISMAL
CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED FOR EACH CHILD REGISTERED.

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS

R.C.I.A. — THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
OF ADULTS: If you or someone you know is interest-
ed in learning more about becoming Catholic or just

has questions about the Catholic faith, please call the
Religious Education Office for more information. There
is a team of eager Catechists ready to answer the call!

~ CHRISTMAS MOVIE AND CAROL-
=%/ -~ ING SUNDAY, DEC. 21" All are
" welcome to come to the Quad and

> watch “It’s a Wonderful Life.” A lite
lunch will be served, popcorn and drinks.
12:30-2:30 PM. Then we will meet again at 6:45 PM
in the church parking lot to go Christmas caroling in a
nearby neighborhood. Call the Religious Education office
for more details.

Christmas ©
Caroling

CHILDREN’S ELEMENTARY ADVENT
RETREAT — Monday, Dec. 22nd, 7:30 AM —5:30 PM.
Light breakfast, lunch and snack served. This is for
Kindergarten through 8" graders. High School youth
are invited to participate by being helpers. Donations
accepted to cover the cost of the food. Please register
your children for this day of fun advent activities by
Friday, Dec. 19", Call the Religious Education office
to register and for more information.

FIRST RECONCILIATION PREPARATION: The
first session for children in 2™ grade & up and adults who
need to prepare for this sacrament will be on Wednesday,
January 7", at 6 PM in the church. All are welcome to
attend. There is a session for children and a separate
session for adults. Please call the Religious Education
Office to register.

DCCP REGISTRATIONS: Diocesan Catechist
Certification Program. Open to all adults in the parish.
Cost is $15 per course. Deadline to register for February
courses is Jan. 15™. Please register through the Religious
Education Office. 1) “We Live Our Catholic Faith:
Catholic Moral Teaching, Feb. 7 & 14 (9am-2:30pm)

@ Immaculate Heart of Mary, Candler. 2) “ A Journey
Through the Old Testament”, Feb. 20 & 21 (6:30-9:30pm
& 9-2:30pm) @ St. John the Baptist, Dunnellon.
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Teresa DesRosiers Shannon Henry Helen Whitcomb
Leo Dubuc Claire Burns Jim Mahon Cathy Greiger
Joe Gehrsitz Barbara Machovoe Fr. George

Barbara Dolloff Nancy Armitage Bob & Marge Wilson ‘ '
Estelle Zegaren Mary Mulert Betty Flynn Kathryn Soth \O\n us’“ e Q .. .,
Pray for . . . the Sick of Our Parish '
Father, hear our prayers for the sick members of our Gf‘rer‘ al I Sunday Masses

community and for all who are in need. Amid mental and
physical suffering may they find consolation in your
healing presence. We ask this through the Lord Jesus
Who healed those who believed. Amen.

Call Kay @ 245-5300 x105 to add or delete names from list.

AM.D.G.




