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From Our Pastor . . .  
 

Holy Father, thank you for blessing us all, for making all new in Christ, Our Hope. 
May your visit strengthen us in our oneness with Christ and our solidarity with you, His Vicar.  

                                                                                               Fr. David Vivero 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Photos taken at the 4/17/08 Papal Mass at Nationals Park, Washington, D.C.) 

VIVA, PAPA 
and 

God Bless all our Priests! 

THANK YOU, 
Fr. David, 

for representing 
St. Theresa’s in support 

of our Holy Father, 
Pope Benedict XVI. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 The church slowly developed customs of reserving some portion of the Eucharistic Sacrifice for the sake of 
the dying. Today’s custom of placing this portion in a tabernacle for prayer and adoration by the faithful cannot be 
traced back much beyond the year 1,000, much to almost everyone’s surprise. There is simply no historical evidence 
of the Blessed Sacrament being present in a church for the purpose of having the faithful visit it or pray before it 
earlier in the church’s history. People did visit, of course, but the center of their attention was the altar, symbol of 
Christ’s sacrifice and the touchpoint between heaven and earth. Shrines and devotional altars abounded in medieval 
churches, but anything we might describe as a Blessed Sacrament chapel would be hard to find. 
 Amazingly, the Eucharist was first kept in private houses for the purpose of Holy Communion at home. As 
for church, the custom gradually developed of suspending a vessel shaped like a dove somewhere in the church, often 
over the altar. In the hovering bird, a few hosts, enough to satisfy the pastoral needs of the dying, would be secreted. 
The priest would lower the dove on a pulley as needed, but it wasn’t a focus of devotion by visitors to the church. It 
was simply a way of reassuring bishops who were nervous about safeguarding the Eucharist. The dove solution 
caught on in England and France after Crusaders came in contact with the custom in their travels in the Orthodox 
East. 

May 1: Feast of Joseph the Worker—"May Day" has long been dedicated to 
labor and the working man. Pope Pius XII expressed the hope that this feast would 
accentuate the dignity of labor and would bring a spiritual dimension to labor un-
ions. It is eminently fitting that St. Joseph, a working man who became the foster-
father of Christ and patron of the universal Church, should be honored on this day. 

THE MONTH OF MAY 
 is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Who is she who comes forth as the morning 
rising, fair as the moon, bright as the sun. 
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ARE YOU 
CALLED TO 

SERVE OTHERS 
THROUGH 

MISSION WORK? 
During the Festival of 

Faith, learn about the important work being done to help the 
Diocese of San Juan de la Maguana in the Dominican Republic. 
See what it takes to build a single-family home during a con-
struction project at the Orange County Convention Center. The 
Dreambuilders’ Housing Project aims to build hundreds of new 
homes in our sister diocese over the next five years for families 
who are currently living in one room, dirt floor huts built of mud 
and sticks.             www.FestivalOfFaith.org 
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      the Sick of Our Parish 
Father, hear our prayers for the sick members of our com-

munity and for all who are in need. Amid mental 
and physical suffering may they find consolation in your 

healing presence.  We ask this through the Lord Jesus who 
healed those who believed. Amen. 

 Pray for . . . 


