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Congratulations to Jim Cassidy
ow his Laity Papal Honor!

On May 9th, seven priests were honored
with the title “Monsignor” during a special
celebration at our Festival of Faith at the Orange
County Convention Center. They joined more
than one hundred members of our laity who
also received Papal or Diocesan honors during
this celebration which commemorated the
40th anniversary of our Diocese.

Congratulations to our First Communicants!
May 4, 2008
Kyle Buttery, Danny Castillo, Joey Castillo 111,
Alyssa Cerna, Amanda Cerna, Danielle Cerna,
Kaitlin Churchill, Sarah Commini, Jake Prange

“Communion - Operation Salvation”

As we evangelize the sacred meaning of this event into
the lives of these children, we also restore to God and to
His Church the Love that Christ held so dearly to His
Family of believers. Now the teaching of what Christian
life is about has indeed begun. The most moving and
important factor in this journey is the partnership and
relationship that exists between the parents (or guardians
of the children) and the community of St. Theresa.
Let the rediscovery of the power of evangelization
and formation sustain us through the Sacrament of
Confession to prepare us, the Sacrament of Baptism to
renew us, and the Sacrament of the Eucharist to continue
to feed us - not just in words but in deed . . . “in memory
of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior.” Amen.

Fr. David Vivero

PRE-CANA WEEKEND RETREAT is a weekend
experience beginning on Friday at 7:00 PM and ending Sunday
early afternoon. Held at San Pedro Center, Winter Park. The
fee is $297. per couple. Next dates: May 16-18, Aug. 15-17
and Nov. 21-23, 2008. Registration 407-246-4865.

PRE-CANA DAY PROGRAM is held monthly on Saturdays
from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM throughout the Diocese. Contact
407-246-4865 for dates and locations.

Happy Mothers” Day

To All
Mothers and
Grandmothers!

i
Mass Celebrants for MAY

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - Fr. Shine  5:30 p.m. - Fr. David
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. - Fr. David  9:00 a.m. - Fr. David
11:30 a.m. - Fr. George

Monday & Wednesday: 8:30 a.m.- Fr. George
Tues./Thurs./Fri.: 8:30 a.m. - Fr. David

(All Schedules depend on Priest availability.)

——

WOMEN'S 3rd THURSDAY
DISCERNMENT

Are you looking for a group in which you can feel
free to talk about God's call to religious life? Do
you need some help with your discernment? Do
you want to hear the stories that Sisters have to
tell about their vocational calls? "Women's 3rd
Thursday ", sponsored by the Srs. of St. Joseph ,
will begin meeting on Thursday, May 15th (6:00 -
8:30 pm) at St. Joseph Convent, Orlando. Light
supper provided. For information and registration

email Sr. Kathleen at ssjflvocations@bellsouth.net
or call her at 904-610-9228.

Saints and Special Observances

Sunday: Pentecost Sunday;
Mother’s Day
Monday: Sixth Week in Ordinary

Time; Ss. Nereus and
Achilleus; St. Pancras
Tuesday: Our Lady of Fatima
Wednesday: St. Matthias
Thursday: St. Isidore

Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary;
Armed Forces Day

May 4, 2008 $ 8,010.00
Project Growth  $ 1,930.00

Thank you for your continued generosity.




May 11, 2008

ST. THERESA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

Page 5

Ty
3¢

;5‘ § PENTECOST - Then and Now

*&f ﬁ‘ Fifty days after the Passover,
the People of Israel celebrated "Pentecost,"
observing the giving of the law on Mount Sinai,
when God wrote the law with his own finger on
the tablets of stone. The feast was originally
rooted in the celebration of the harvest. It was
on that Pentecost Day that the apostles reaped
the harvest of the Lord's Passover of suffering,
crucifixion, and resurrection, and received the
Holy Spirit, who writes the law on our hearts.

This same Holy Spirit who came mightily on
Pentecost comes to us. The same Spirit is in
us, by our baptism and confirmation - the same
Spirit who transformed the apostles, who raises
the dead, and who changes bread and wine
into Christ's Body and Blood. That same Spirit
is in us, and this should give us tremendous
confidence in following Christ.

The Holy Spirit, the "Lord and Giver of Life,"
brings us back to our truest selves as he
illumines us regarding the sanctity of life.

The Spirit brings many gifts, and one of them
is to enable us to see creation in its proper
relationship to God - including the crowning of
his creation, the gift of human life.

When we do not have this light of the Holy
Spirit, the law we have to follow seems like

an imposition from the outside that limits our
freedom. That's what people in the world some-
times feel about our attitude toward abortion
and euthanasia. They think we are "restricting
rights." But when the Holy Spirit fills us, he
gives us an inner attraction to all that is right
and good, so that we do not feel pushed where
we would rather not go, but rather pulled by the
attractiveness of what is good and right.

The Holy Spirit is also the Advocate, who
pleads our cause. When he fills us, he makes
us advocates for all our brothers and sisters
in need, including the most vulnerable, the
unborn. Fr. Frank Pavone, M.E.V.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & ENRICHMENT

THE 2007-2008 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM:
Registration is an ongoing process. There are Religious
Education registration forms in the vestibule of the

church. REMINDER: FOR ALL NEW REGISTRATIONS A BAPTISMAL
CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED FOR EACH CHILD REGISTERED.

'n(M,C M

This is an ongoing process for:

Catechumens-Non-Baptized persons wishing to join or
simply learn about the Catholic Church.

Converts — Baptized Protestants who wish to join or sim-
ply learn about the Catholic Church.

Catholics seeking Confirmation.

Catholics seeking Faith Enrichment.

If you or someone you know is interested in more information

regarding adult faith formation: Call the Office 245-5300.

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS

BROWNIE TROOP 229- The girls of i~ o
Troop 29 at St. Theresa’s would liketo | AII} FpiTie
thank the parish for the support of their s ¢ 2, | %)
Girl Scout Cookie sales this spring. The  Gijr r| Scou uts
Troop meets here at St. Theresa’s every ~—
other Tuesday evening. For more information on Girl

Scouts please call Jilda Lewis at 598-0990.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR 4 YEAR OLD PRE K-
8™ GRADE The last class for this year will be held on
Sunday May 18, 2008. Thank you to the catechists, the
teen-age aides, the parents and grandparents for their
support of the faith formation of the young people of our
parish.

Please join in celebration of the ORDINATION OF
TWO MEN FOR THE DIOCESE OF ORLANDO at St.
James Cathedral by Bishop Thomas Wenski on
Saturday, May 31, 2008, 10 a.m. Hector Antonio
Vazquez Saad was born on 11/11/65 in Ponce,
Puerto Rico. He was an elementary teacher and
has BBA and MA in Education. Other accomplish-
ments/gifts include serving as an accountant, radio
and TV producer and has knowledge of sign
language (ASL). His mother, Zaide, is living and
his father is deceased. He has one sister and two
brothers. Mark Richard Wajda was born on
8/30/53 in Baltimore, MD. He worked in media,
radio and TV in Maryland (was a DJ and engineer
for radio, sports photographer and editor for (TV).
His mother is living and his father is deceased. He
has 3 sisters and one brother.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

AFTER MASS FELLOWSHIP— Sunday, May 11

LAZARUS FREE CLINIC: Father Gianni
Agostinelli announces the opening of the Lazarus
Free Clinic. An open house and reception will be
held on May 14 at 7:00 p.m. A blessing of the
clinic will take place. The clinic is located at 210
E. Wonders Street, Wildwood, FL 34785. The
Clinic will serve the needy in Marion, Lake, Sum-
ter, and parts of Orange Counties. All are invited
to attend.
SLHIORS  Senior Days - The region's biggest
1. senior expo is coming to the Central
Florida Fairgrounds on May 14th & 15th
from 10 a.m.—4 p.m. It's FREE!

5/13-1st Annual St.Theresa Golf Tournament
Contact Ralph Magee at 753-5326.

The week of May 11-17, 2008 is NATIONAL
POLICE WEEK. Please pray for police officers who
place their lives in harm's way each day, that God may
grant them safety and protection, guide their minds
and hearts to ways of justice, mercy and peace.

SNAPSHOQOT of the American Church
There are 67,773 nuns and sisters in
America and 5,252 brothers.
America’s 6,511 Catholic elementary
schools and 1,354 Catholic high schools
educate more then 2.5 million students.
More than 4.1 million public school
students receive religious instruction,
usually at parish level. The Church operates
82 schools for handicapped people, and
231 American colleges and universities
are affiliated with the Catholic Church.
There are 573 Catholic hospitals and
medical centers in the United States, plus
989 residences for the care of children,
and 1,517 facilities for specialized care.
In addition to medical facilities,
1,673 agencies and institutions affiliated
with Catholic Charities assist more than

7.4 million people annually.
Source: Based on data collected by the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops in 2006.

May 8 -
Congratulations and blessings to
Bill & Marge Sterbinsky

W/

on their 60th Wedding Anniversary

Act of Penance
by Paul Turner

After we confess our sins it is customary for the
priest to recommend an act of penance or some
“satisfaction” for the offenses. This has several pur-
poses. It helps amend the past. It makes reparation
for injury. It puts us on the road to a new life. And
it offers “medicine” to keep us from the same
“sickness.” The act of penance reminds us that sin
and forgiveness have a social aspect.

Priests may impose whatever penance they wish.

It should correspond to the seriousness and the
nature of the sins. Traditionally, priests assign
prayer, often three Our Fathers and/or three Hail
Marys. That penance can help us experience God’s
ever-ready mercy. But the unrepentant may consider
the tradeoff worth the sin.

The point of the sacrament of reconciliation is con-
version of heart. We confess our sins to experience
God’s forgiveness and to change our way of thinking
and behaving. The confession of sins is about recon-
ciliation, about taking the steps to change what was
wrong. It’s not about getting cheap grace so we can
go forth and sin some more.

The burden of conversion does not lie completely
with the act of penance, but that is a place to begin.
The priest may request a penance of prayer, self-
denial, or service to one’s neighbor. For example,
if your sin is impatience, you might be asked to do
some act of kindness toward those you’ve offended.
If your sin is overindulgence in food or drink or the
abuse of substances, you might accept a penance of
fast and abstinence. You could also suggest to the
priest a penance you think would help you.

The act of penance does not have to make up for
all that we’ve done wrong. It couldn’t. Only Christ
could do (and has done) that. Rather, the act of
penance has a simpler goal. It helps us turn away
from the past and turn toward the future with the
equipment we need to make the journey well.
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Mary Mulert Betty Flynn Barbara Coelho Kathryn Soth
Helen Whitcomb Edward Forrester Larry Powers Leo Dubuc

Paulie Lozano Dan Guerrera Joyce Landry Margaret Blair St. THERESA'S THRIFT SHOP
Roland Vonisinski Tom Mascaro Nancy Armitage Fr. George SECOND ANNUAL BLOW-OUT SALE
Bob & Marge Wilson Richard Gustafson Theresa Olive WHEN: SATURDAY, MAY 17
(RAIN DATE: SAT. 5/31)
Pray for . .. the Sick of Our Parish WHERE: ST. THERESA THRIFT SHOP

TIME: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
COME AND JOIN US FOR A DAY oF FUN!
HAMBURGERS, HoT DogGs, CHIPS, SODA
AND WATER AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Father, hear our prayers for the sick members of our
community and for all who are in need. Amid mental
and physical suffering may they find consolation in your
healing presence. We ask this through the Lord Jesus who
healed those who believed. Amen.




